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(J) CONSTITUTION OF THE FOURTH
REPUBLIC

The text drafted and approved by the National Constituent
Assembly was submitted to popular referendum on 13 October
1946. According to figures in the Journal Officiel (28 October
1946), it was approved by 9,120,576 votes to 7,980,333 votes,
but 7,938,884 abstained from voting. Thus it was carried by
53-3 per cent of those who voted validly; but 34 per cent of the
total electorate abstained from voting, and the affirmative
vote represented only 39 per cent of the whole electorate. The
elections for the National Assembly were held on 10 November
1946, and the Constitution entered into force on 24 December
when the Council of the Republic first met. It operated fully
from 22 January 1947, when M. Vincent Auriol assumed
office as the first President of the Republic. This English version
of the text is based on that issued by the French Press and
Information Service in the United States of America, with some
verbal amendments by the present author.

PREAMBLE
On the morrow of the victory of the free peoples over the
regimes that attempted to enslave and degrade the human
person, the French people proclaims once more that every
human being, without distinction of race, religion or belief,
possesses sacred and inalienable rights. It solemnly reaffirms
the rights and freedoms of man and of the citizen consecrated
by the Declaration of Rights of 1789 and the fundamental
principles recognized by the laws of the Republic.
It further proclaims as most vital in our time the following
political, economic and social principles:
The law guarantees to women equal rights with men in
all domains.